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CDAO Mission and Functions
Mission: 
Accelerate DoD’s adoption of data,  analytics, and AI to generate decision advantage boardroom to the 
battlefield

Functions:
1. Lead and oversee DoD' s strategy development 

andpolicy formulation for data, analytics, andAI.

2. Break down barriers to data and AI adoption 
within DoD  institutional processes (serve as a 
“demanding customer”).

3. Create enabling digital infrastructure and 
services that  support Components' development 
and deployment ofdata,  analytics, AI, and digital-
enabled solutions. CDO

JAIC

Advana

DDS

4. Selectively scale proven digital and Al-enabled 
solutions for  enterprise and joint use cases.

5. Surge digital services for rapid response to crises
and  emergent challenges.
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CDAO Budget & Strategic Priorities
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Acquisition Authority Maturation

2020

FY2021 NDAA Section 808 authorized the Secretary of 
Defense to delegate to the Director of the Joint Artificial 

Intelligence Center (JAIC) acquisition authority.

2021

On December 8, 2021, the Deputy Secretary of Defense 
issued a memo (reference (e)) establishing the Chief 

Digital and Artificial Intelligence Officer (CDAO) and the 
office of the CDAO as the “successor organization to the 

JAIC”

2022

On February 1, 2022, the Deputy Secretary issued a 
memorandum further declaring that the CDAO will 
“assume the existing authorities of its component 

organizations”, including “acquisition authority conferred 
on the Joint Artificial Intelligence Center

2023

November 30, 2023 -- CDAO procurement office is 
operational to support CDAO requirements within scope 

of Section 808 authorities
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Acquisitions Directorate Mission and Functions
Mission: Develop rapid, innovative, enduring, and effective acquisition and 
procurement solutions to CDAO and the Department to support agile delivery of 
digital and AI capabilities.

Functions:
• Provide oversight and charter CDAO program/project managers, as required, 

support development of sound acquisition plan and strategy, approve acquisition 
Strategies and Simplified Acquisition Management Plans, monitor and approve 
program baselines for deviations to ensure CDAO digital and AI capabilities are 
developed with sufficient programmatic rigor, IAW statutory and regulatory 
requirements;

• Provide tailored, innovative contracting capabilities using multiple acquisition 
authorities; create agreements between CDAO, industry, government entities, and 
academic institutions to accelerate the development of digital and AI capabilities; 
and

• Serve as the Acquisition Workforce career manager for the CDAO and senior digital 
and AI advisor for USD A&S.
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FY24 Objectives
• Execute and expand CDAO Acquisition Authority
• Operationalize CDAO Procurement Office
• Implement defense acquisition program management execution with 

appropriate rigor
• Accelerate delivery of AI/ML, digital, and data solutions through 

Tradewinds to expand innovative procurement offerings
• Implement and institutionalize novel contracting strategies for 

procurement of emerging technologies 
• Baseline, prioritize, and implement CDAO Enterprise Standards


